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MISSION STATEMENT
ά¢ƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎŀǊŜέ

RESEARCH STATEMENT
ά²Ŝ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ȋƻƻ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ 
scientific community through collection of robust empirical data. Research diversity aims to ensure investigations are 

carried out at all levels encompassing a range of topics across every element of the zoological collection to develop the 
ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ



HISTORY

Blackpool Zoo is located on the site of the original Municipal 
airport, which opened in 1931 and later operated as an RAF 

parachute training centrethroughout the war. In 1945, 
Blackpool Borough Council used the now-empty buildings to 
ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƪŎƘŀƛǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ƛƴ мфроΣ 
the Royal Lancashire Show took over and ran an annual show 

until, in 1962. Seven years later, the Blackpool Tower Zoo 
closed, and the Council drew plans for a new zoo. 

In 1972, the 33-ŀŎǊŜ .ƭŀŎƪǇƻƻƭ ½ƻƻ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ¢±Ωǎ WƻƘƴƴȅ 
Morris, of Animal Magic, who rode in on an elephant. It was 

one of two Asian elephants at the family attraction, 
accompanied by three white rhinos, two giraffes, sea lions, 
gorillas, chimpanzees, orangutans, lions, and a pair of giant 

tortoises. 

In 2022 the zoo celebrated 50 years of being open, in this time 
much has changed, in 2007 the zoo transitioned to ownership 

by ParquesReunidos, and with that led to large investment into 
the zoological park including the new active oceans arena 

opened in 2009, orangutan outlook in 2014, Project Elephant 
Base camp in 2018



BlackpoolZoo is owned by ParquesReunidos, one of the leading global
operatorsof regional leisureparks,which is the secondlargest leisurepark
andthe largestoperatorof animalparksin Europe(ParquesReunidos, 2023).

The zoo is home to over 1,500 animalsand 400 species; our collection is
variedwith a rangeof exotic speciessomewhich are classifiedasΨ/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ
9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ. We aim to strive for the highest standardsof animal welfare
and use researchand scienceto innovate our husbandrypractices,animal
housing,socialgroupings,andenrichmentprogram.

BlackpoolZoo is accreditedby BIAZAand EAZA,meaningour standardsof
animal care, education, research, and conservation are backed through
expertsin the zoologicalindustry. We aim to exceedthesestandardsthrough
developingscientificunderstandingnot only of the lives of the animalsbut
alsothe visitorswho visit BlackpoolZooeveryday.

ABOUT US



AREAS OF RESEARCH

Weacceptresearchfrom all levelsof academicstudyfrom FdScto PHDaswell
as scientific professionals. Researchwithin a zoologicalcollection covers a
broadrangeof subjects,hereat BlackpoolZoowe aimto exploreresearchin as
manywaysaspossibleincluding;

× EducationandInterpretation
× AnimalBehaviour
× Nutrition
× Socialsciences
× Captivebreedingprograms
× Genetics
× VeterinaryScience
× AnimalRecords
× Tourism

Foundationstudentsshouldbe aware that researchprojects at this level for
our animal department can be observationalonly and students will not be
permitted to makeenvironmentalchangesto theŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎhusbandry.

If you would like to see a copy of our priority researchlist, compiledby our
animalcareandeducationteam,pleaseemailresearch@blackpoolzoo.org.uk

mailto:research@blackpoolzoo.org.uk

