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scientific community through collection of robust empirical data. Research diversity aims to ensure investigations are

carried out at all levels encompassing a range of topics across every element of the zoological collection to develop the
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HISTORY

Blackpool Zoo is located on the site of the original Municip
airport, which opened in 1931 and later operated as an RA|
parachute trainingcentrethroughout the war. In 1945,
Blackpool Borough Council used the rempty buildings to
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the Royal Lancashire Show took over and ran an annual s
until, in 1962. Seven years later, the Blackpool Tower Zoc

closed, and the Council drew plans for a new zoo.

In1972,the33 ONB . f I O LIR2f %22 ¢
Morris, of Animal Magic, who rode in on an elephant. It wa
one of two Asian elephants at the family attraction,
accompanied by three white rhinos, two giraffes, sea lions,
gorillas, chimpanzees, orangutans, lions, and a pair of gian
tortoises.

In 2022 the zoo celebrated 50 years of being open, in this timé
much has changed, in 2007 the zoo transitioned to ownership
by ParquesReunidos and with that led to large investment into
the zoological park including the new active oceans arena
opened in 2009, orangutan outlook in 2014, Project Elephant
Base camp in 2018



ABOUT US

BlackpoolZoo is owned by ParquesReunidos one of the leading global
operators of regionalleisure parks,which is the secondlargestleisure park
andthe largestoperator of animalparksin Europe(rarquesReunido2023.

The zoo is home to over 1,500 animalsand 400 species our collectionis
variedwith a range of exotic speciessomewhich are classifiedasW/ NJA U A
9 ¥y Ry IvEeMdnRoCstrive for the higheststandardsof animal welfare
and use researchand scienceto innovate our husbandrypractices,animal
housing,socialgroupings and enrichmentprogram

BlackpoolZoo is accreditedby BIAZAand EAZA meaningour standardsof
animal care, education, research, and conservationare backed through
expertsin the zoologicaindustry We aim to exceedthesestandardsthrough
developingscientificunderstandingnot only of the lives of the animalsbut
alsothe visitorswho visit BlackpoolZooeveryday:.
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AREAS OF RESEARCH

We acceptresearchfrom all levelsof academicstudyfrom FdSdo PHDaswell
as scientific professionals Researchwithin a zoologicalcollection covers a
broadrangeof subjects here at BlackpoolZoowe aimto exploreresearchin as
manywaysaspossibleincluding

X

Educatiomand Interpretation
AnimalBehaviour

Nutrition

Socialksciences
Captivebreedingprograms
Genetics
VeterinaryScience
AnimalRecords

Tourism
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Foundationstudents should be aware that researchprojects at this level for
our animal department can be observationadnly and students will not be
permitted to makeenvironmentalchangedo thel y A Yhudbdndry

If you would like to see a copy of our priority researchlist, compiled by our
animalcareand educationteam, pleaseemailresearch@blackpoolzoorg.uk
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